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If it gets printed, you get your choice of a 
gift card to the Beaver Falls Coffee and Tea 
Company or iTunes bucks.  
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Some Shins fans like the Shins. Some like Garden State. Some like both. Wincing the Night Away, while it may disappoint the 
second group, ought to please just about everyone else. It’s far more mellow than the Albuquerque quartet’s previous two ef-
forts. While lacking an infectious glow-pop number to match New Slang or Kissing the Lipless (with the possible exception of 
Phantom Limb), it offers a solid album full of melancholy, yet hopeful, numbers. Sea Legs channels The Verve without de-
scending into mimicry, and several of the songs – Girl Sailor in particular – betray a bit of a Decemberists influence. 
 
Wincing the Night Away is The Shins’ first release since 2003, and has much more in common musically with 2001’s Oh, In-
verted World than 2003’s Chutes too Narrow. It’s much more musically mature than either, and a bit more adventurous – they 
seem to have some sort of musical attention deficit, hopping from sub-genre to sub-genre, from Enya to the Eagles to The Flam-
ing Lips. Surprisingly, it works, creating an oeuvre that is more of a pastiche than a mere collection of derivative songs. After 
four years of silence, the Shins have managed to release an album that should confirm their status as solid – if not always spec-
tacular – pop songcrafters.                                                                                                                                                            --ap 

International Justice Mission 
 

You’ve heard the stories, you’ve seen the 
issues, you’ve experienced some of it. 
AIDS in Africa, forced labor in India, and 
sex trade in the United States are a few. 
Topping that off are child pornography, 
genocide, kidnapping, forced migration, 
and murder of street children. 
 

The phrase Human Rights and the word 
Justice are thrown around. What do they 
mean? This is what students want to find 
out. Beginning a chapter of International 
Justice Mission (IJM) on our campus is one 
new effort to discover what justice is and 
how we can help it take place. Students 
who have a passion for the countless quiet 
sufferers are crying for justice and seeking 

God’s heart. 
 

They are coming together in prayer, educat-
ing themselves on current Human Rights 
issues, and taking action by educating oth-
ers and raising money to free the many 
types of slaves around this world. This is 
the vision. Beginning this semester, IJM is 
an attempt at learning what it means to truly 
care for the widows, the orphans, and the 
beaten. If you are interested in advocating 
on their behalf, join the movement. 
 

Human Rights are complicated and justice 
is a long process but do not let that scare 
you away. Learn with other students as they 
wrestle with being faithful in an area that is 
difficult to understand.  
 

Interested? Email smkunes@geneva.edu.  

 Name Artist 

1 All Of My Love Led Zeppelin 

2 Dig Incubus 

3 Just For Now Imogen Heap 

4 A Bad Dream Keane 

5 Come Pick Me Up Ryan Adams 

6 Happier Guster 

7 Heard The World O.A.R 

8 Belief John Mayer 

9 21st Century Red Hot Chili Peppers 

10 Spark Over The Rhine 

11 The Background Third Eye Blind 

12 Black Swan Thom Yorke 

13 Grace Kate Havenik 

14 Let You Down Dave Matthews Band 

The Shins 
 

Wincing the Night Away 

The Well Fund 
 

Here’s the figures from less than a 
week of donations to The Well Fund. 
 

Amount Needed: $5,390 
 

Number of Donations: 11 
Donated: $75.00 
Matched by The Call: $75.00 
Total Donations: $200.00 
 

Still Needed: $5,190.00 
 

We’ve still got over a week to go. 
Keep those funds coming in. 
 

(Not sure what this is? We’re trying 
to build a clean water well in Africa. 
Want to help? Give money to your 
RD or to The Call Office). 
 

These numbers are as of Tuesday morning 

If you are looking for back-
ground music while you are do-
ing other things...you could do 
worse.  Unfortunately (or fortu-
nately), there is not much here to 
distinguish this from other rock 
bands like Switchfoot, The Fray, 
and Nickelback.                  --gpv  

Sufjan Stevens and Rufus 
Wainwright have a baby. 
Twenty years later, he has 
grown up, and moves to the 
former Yugoslavia to join their 
version of Neutral Milk Hotel. 
He calls it Beirut. It is beauti-
ful.                                      --ap 

Between the Trees 
 

The Story and the Song 
Beirut 
 

Lon Gisland 

 

What does it mean to  
engage culture? 
 

Check out the website 
for a close look. 

 
 
 

www.culture-ish.com 



Writer/Director: Mike Judge 
Starring: Luke Wilson, Maya Rudolph, Dax Shepard 
Studio Information: 20th Century Fox, 84 mins. 

Idiocracy available now on dvd 
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Max Brooks 
 

World War Z 
 

Zombies are the most allegorical of 
all the monsters out there. While 
mildly frightening in their own 
right, the true horror of the zombie 
lies not in the slow, shuffling gait or 
the yawning, soulless moans, but in 
what zombies represent. 
 

In his book, World War Z, Max 
Brooks establishes an outbreak of 
the shambling undead as an allegory 
for all matter of contemporary ills. 
However, far from being as stilted as that sentence makes it 
sound, Brooks’s work manages to be personable and poignant, 
but never preachy. 
 

The subtitle of this work is “An Oral History of the Zombie 
War.” Brooks’s usage of fictionalized interviews is a fascinat-
ing technique, and keeps the story from dragging along and 
getting mired in the clichés of the oft-revisited zombie genre. 
 

His interviews manage to push across some very interesting 
points about the pettiness of humanity, and the horrifying real-
ity of our inability to save ourselves. But far from being a 
gloomy deconstruction of human nature, Brooks leaves some 
hope for mankind. 
 

Overall, the work is engaging and poignant, and even funny at 
times, showing that maybe Max inherited some of his father, 
Mel’s, comedic chops after all.                                             --nc 

Mary J. Blige 
 

The Breakthrough 
 

In 2006 this singer, song-
writer, producer, and ac-
tress known as Mary J. 
Blige had eight Grammy 
nominations (the most in 
the year 2006). The album 
is rightfully called The 
Breakthrough. So, what is 
all the hype about the Best 
R&B Album of 2006? 
Does she really live up to 

the title of "Queen of Hip-Hop Soul”? 
 

The song “Be Without You” alone had four nominations. Under-
standably, it is a song of love and the struggles within that love. It 
is not only a song of that struggle, but more importantly it has the 
message of dedication to a relationship. Blige gives the clear mes-
sage that there is not an option. In her words, “I wanna be with 
you, gotta be with you, need to be with you.” She also pushes the 
message that love “like this” takes time and is not something to be 
rushed. Obviously a lot of people connected with this message and 
a desire for this type of love, which can be seen in her resulting 
nominations. 
 

Another notable nomination is the “Best Traditional R&B Vocal 
Performance” for “I Found My Everything”. This song takes the 
tone back to the roots of the R&B style that Blige has come to 
know. She also has a definite flow in the album which can be en-
compassed in the word, “love”. This relationship- filled album is 
definitely a good R&B album, but not a great one. 
 

Blige is a woman who knows how to use her talents. It is an album 
that can definitely become close to someone’s heart if they con-
nect with it. It does not bring a whole lot of originality, though. 
This is probably why she has numerous featured artists--in an at-
tempt to bring some spice or new aspects.  Not to say she failed at 
those attempts, but features are not exactly original even if it is in 
collaboration with U2.                                      
                 --jc 

This is a great film about the "dumbing down" of America 
from writer/director Mike Judge (Office Space). An average 

Joe (Luke Wilson) and a Ho (Maya 
Rudolph) get frozen in a military 
experiment and are eventually jarred 
from there slumber to find that it is 
2505. 
 

The world is a very different place. 
So dumb, in fact, that if Lloyd and 
Harry from Dumb and Dumber 
strolled in they would be seen as 
tragic characters for being too ra-
tional in their stupidity—which is 
what the main characters find when 
they reemerge after a 500 year gap. 

They were pretty average when they started the freezing proc-
ess but now they should be taking charge of the government, 
which they eventually are. 
 

The film ends with a rather interesting and deep comment on 
the anomie (feelings of social alienation) that come with 
knowledge in relation to the social world that one lives in. It is 
not a happily ever after; it is merely survival. It begs the ques-
tion of whether anything more is possible.  
 

I suspect the audience is supposed to answer yes, and then do 
something about it. While a funny film, the moral of the story 
comes across well: go read a book or two and vote intelli-
gently in 2008.                                                                 --gpv 

Incubus 
 

Light Grenades 
 

It’s unfortunate that the for-
tunes of Brandon Boyd and 
company are tied so closely 
to the name “Incubus,” as 
that name conjures up images 
of an angry nu-metal band 
screeching their angst at ne-
glectful fathers to audiences 
of cranky adolescents. 
 

Boyd and company have risen above that scene with their latest 
album, Light Grenades.  The music is still on the heavy side, 
and the tone far from cheerful, but this is no Junior-high bath-
room stall scrawled expression of angst and frustration. This 
album is thirteen songs of well-crafted pop rock about that most 
ubiquitous of musical topics: relational frustration. 
 

Boyd expresses hope even while venting his frustrations.  The 
spirit of the album is summed up by this chorus from one of the 
catchier songs on the album, “Diamonds and Coal”: “Love isn’t 
perfect, even diamonds start as coal. Come on, in spite of this, 
we’re doing just fine, even diamonds start as coal.” Light Gre-
nades is an accessible album of solid, if unspectacular, songs, 
able to be enjoyed by Incubus fans and lovers of pop-rock in 
general.                                                                                   --nc 

               Want to write for us? 

                                  Think our reviews are bogus?  

      Want to something featured? 
 

                   Give yourself a voice. Go to: www.culture-ish.com. 


