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listen. 

 Name Artist 

1 Lazy Eye Silversun Pickups  
2 In the Morning Before Work Owen 
3 Rotten Hell Menomena 
4 The Greatest Cat Power 
5 Postcards from Italy Beruit 
6 Summer is Coming Matt Pond PA 
7 Don't Think Twice, It's Alright Bob Dylan 
8 More Adventurous Rilo Kiley 
9 Landlocked Blues Bright Eyes 
10 Daisies of the Galaxy Eels 
11 Smash Your Head Girl Talk 
12 Neon Bible The Arcade Fire 
13 Middle Kind of Life Spitting 
14 The Ground So Soft Lift to Experience 

Brand New 
 

The Devil and God are Raging Inside Me 
 
Life is serious. Love is serious. Religious 
struggles are very serious. And, above 
all, music is serious. This is the message 
that Brand New is trying to convey in 
their album, The Devil and God are Raging Inside Me. And 
they do a good job with that message. This album is full of 
dour, somber songs that are seriously lacking in hooks, and 
really, in much of a draw. Apparently they were so focused on 
how serious they were about everything, they forgot to make 
anything interesting. 
 

The lyrics are fairly mundane, espousing the kind of struggles 
with meaning and life that you expect from angsty emo sing-
ers. The whole album reflects very well the trend in the crowd 
of emo/screamo/post-hardcore bands toward making 
“statement albums” that are intended to reflect the depth of 
their artistry and the seriousness of their souls’ torment. And 
while this album might be one of the more competent exam-
ples of that trend, one has to wonder what kind of statement is 
being made with the lyrics “I'd drown all these crying babies if 
I knew that their mothers wouldn't cry. I'd lower them down 
and squeeze real hard and let a piece of myself die.”           --nc 

watch. 
The Office 
 

Season Three 
 

NBC Thursday 8:30 
 

So Dilbert, funny comic strip 
right? Well take that comic strip 
and instead of making it a crappy 
cartoon (come on, UPN. That 
was AWFUL) make it into a 
sweet, single-camera sitcom.  
 

The first two seasons comprised 
what was quite possibly the fun-
niest and most original sitcom 
ever (at least in America. Yeah, 
there was a British The Office 
first).  
 

The third season has descended from the realm of the earth-
shattering to just being a solid, better-than-average  sitcom. 
For laughs on a Thursday night (or any time) you could do 
much worse, and not really any better.                                --nc 

Damien Jurado 
 

And Now That I’m in Your Shadow 
 

Damien Jurado's lyrics in And Now 
That I'm In Your Shadow cause 
mental restlessness, as the piano 
and guitar vitally express the intri-
cacy of the often sad messages. 
Every word and note feels so pur-
poseful in its emotional stories. It 
is an album that can be played while studying, hanging out in a 
coffee shop, or falling asleep; though the messages really por-
tray great stories that can be listened to and pondered. Some of 
the songs even remind one's self of different songs that have 
been put to independent films. 
 

In comparison to other Damien Jurado albums, this one ranks 
as the favored, but that may be due to a temporary emotional 
inclination. Some words of advice from one's interpretation of 
Jurado: "Come and rest, so quiet in the meadow" (There Goes 
Your Man) to this album and breathe in the thoughtfully placed 
lyrics and notes. Otherwise, you may find yourself "broken jaw 
and all/crippled in your glory/restless till my 
death" (Hoquiam). 
 

If your looking for comparative bands Damien Jurado are simi-
lar in ways to Pedro the Lion, Iron & Wine, Sufjan Stevens, 
Nick Drake, or Belle & Sebastian among others.                   --jc 

Supporting the Visual Arts in Beaver Falls 
 

The Center for Creative Arts Expression is an open art studio cre-
ated and run by Jerry McCorr, the Beaver Falls High School’s art 
teacher.  Her vision for the center is to promote and support the 
visual arts within the community.  The uniqueness of the center 
comes from its location, the previously vacant John T. Reeves 
Bank on Main Street, just half a block from the McCartney Li-
brary.  Each teller window now offers a pallet of different art me-
dia, such as acrylic, watercolor, scrap booking, stamping, char-
coal, pencil and ink.  Two pottery wheels pose in the bank’s vault. 
Pottery, crayon batiking, quilting and other classes are available.  
 

Jerry is a one-woman show, playing secretary, paying the electric 
and sewer bills, cleaning the toilet, buying the majority of the 
center’s supplies and making the coffee for the Café Art. She now 
awaits the artists. The center is open Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 3:30-6 and Saturday 11-4, though more hours are 
available by appointment. A year membership for children and 
students is $15 and for adults, $20. 
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listen. 
Nas 

 

Hip Hop is Dead 
 

I’m no expert of rap music, just a fan and observer of what might be the 
most important cultural movement of the last two decades.  Nas being a 
big part of the development of rap with his debut album, Illmatic.  Since 
then he’s released six albums, and ended up in a feud with Jay-Z — who 
dissed him for having only one good album.  Well that has all turned 
around for Nas.  For Hip Hop is Dead, he has signed with Jay-Z’s label, 
DefJam, and written the funeral music to an era of hip hop as we know it. 
Making sure to end the album with a resurrection chant to ‘live hip hop 
live…I pray hip hop stays” (Hope). 
 

Nas has always had is pulse on life in gritty urban life in America.  Like in 
Hold Down the Block: “I gotta lay down the block, when the block is hot/I 
gotta use my imagination, to change the situation/Yea, Feds feast on street 
dons, look at their teeth showin'/Salivatin' at the mouth, South to East Or-
ange.”  And commenting on the political in Black Republican, where he 
compares the current administration with dealing drugs and looking out for 
their “hood.” 
 

Featuring great beats and melodies, this is a good listen.  It also features 
collaborations with some of the biggest names in the game, including: Jay-
Z, Kanye West, Snoop Dogg, Will.i.am, The Game, and Nas’s wife Kelis. 

--gpv 

Truly an American piano rock band with numerous refer-
ences to California and Boston (it is obvious where their 
hearts lie). Some of their songs capture their desires for free-
dom and beauty and these find themselves playing on repeat 
while other songs are easy to leave behind.                       --sk 

You got sick of James Blunt in 2006, well get ready to get 
sick of Paolo in 2007.  But first, get some guilty pleasure 
out of these catchy and fun songs.                                 --gpv 

Resembling here fellow Brits Lady Sovereign and Dido, 
Allen finds a happy medium between hip hop beats and 
poppy melodies.  Apparently she gets hit on all the time, 
because these songs are pretty much advice for getting 
annoying guys to “go away.”   Her rewrite of 50 Cent’s 
Window Shopper, will have you cracking up, and the 
disc comes with software to remix two of the songs 
yourself.                                                                    --gpv 

This CD single-handedly revived my faith in a lot of 
things. It’ll blow you away. I’ve literally listened to it 
hundreds of times and there’s no way it’ll ever get old. 
This is the best CD to come in years… years.              --cc 

Augustana All The Stars and Boulevards 

Paolo Nutini These Streets 

Lilly Allen Alright, Still 

The Hold Steady Boys and Girls in America 

I know PBS probably isn’t your go-to 
station for a good time, and that 
documentaries probably interest you 
about as much as the longevity of 
nasal hair, but this one could change 
your mind. 
 

The Persuaders is a close look at 
how advertisers get you to buy what 
you buy. It’s pretty fascinating. 
 

I say: if you’re going to watch one 
PBS documentary this semester, 
make it this one.                            --cc 

The Persuaders 
Chances are that, on a given 
day, if you ask me what my 
favorite movie of all time is… I 
will say Scotland, PA. Or The 
Empire Strikes Back. Depends 
on the day I guess. 
 

Anyway, this “modern” rendi-
tion of Shakespeare's Macbeth 
is outstanding. It’s funny as it is 
thrilling. If that doesn't con-
vince you—it has Christopher 
Walken in it.                        --cc 

Scotland, PA 


